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9U9UDQGPD$V JDUGHQ ZDV ZRQGHUIXO' ;W;W ZDV 

IXOO RI VRUJKXP% PLOOHW% DQG FDVVDYD' 5XW 

EHVW RI DOO ZHUH WKH bDQDQDV' 4OWKRXJK 

9UDQGPD KDG PDQ\ JUDQGFKLOGUHQ% ; 

VHFUHWO\ NQHZ WKDW ; ZDV KHU IDYRXULWH' 

?KH LQYLYLWHG PH RIWHQ WR KHU KRXVH' ?KH 

DOVR WROGOG PH OLWWOH VHFUHWV' 5XW WKHUH ZDV 

RQH VHFHFUHW VKH GLG QRW VKDUH ZLWK PH.

BKHUH VKH ULSHQHG EDQDQDV'

Umurima wa nyogokuru wari utangaje. 

Warurimo amasaka, uburo, n'imyumbati. 

Ariko urutoki Nirwo rwari rwiza kurusha 

ibindi. Nubwo nyogokuru yari afite 

abuzukuru benshi, narinzi ko aringe 

mutoni we, mw'ibanga. Yantumiraga 

kenshi iwe. Kandi yambwiraga ku 

mabanga ye. Ariko hari ibanga rimwe 

atigeze ambwir.
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>QH GD\ ; VDZ D ELJ VWUDZ EDVNHWHW SODFHG LQ 

WKH VXQ RXWVLGH 9UDQGPD$V KRXVH' BKHQ ; 

DVNHG ZKDW LW ZDV IRU%WKH RQO\ DQVZHU ; JRW 

ZDV% ";W$V P\ special EDVNHW'" =H[W WR WKH 

EDVNHW% WKHUH ZHUH VHYHUDO EDQDQD OHDYHV 

WKDW 9U9UDQGPD WXUQHG IURP WLPH WR WLPH' ;

ZDV FXULRXV' "BKDW DUH WKH OHDYHV IRU%

9UDQGPD3" ; DVNHG' @KH RQO\ DQVZHU ; JRW 

ZDV% "@KH\ DUH P\ special OHDYHV'"

Umunsi umwe nabonye igitebo kinini 

giteretse ku zuba mu gikari. Mubajije icyo 

aricyo, igisubizo cyimwe yampaye ni iki: "Ni 

igitebo Kidasanzwe." Ku gitebo hari 

amakoma menshi nyogokuru yahinduraga 

kenshi. Nagize amatsiko ndamubaza nti "Aya 

makoma nayiki, nyogoku?" Igisubizo cyimwe 

nabonye niki: "N'amakoma adasanzwe."
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;W ZDV VR LQWHUHVWLQJ ZDWFKLQJ 9U9UDQGPD% WKH 

EDQDQDV% WKH EDQDQD OHDYHV DQG WKH ELJ 

VWUDZ EDVNHW' 5XW 9U9UDQGPD VHQW PH RII WR 

P\ PRWKHU RQRQ DQ HUUDQG' "9UDQGPD% SOHDVH% 

OHW PHPH ZDWFK DV \RX SUHSDUH'" "7RQ$W EHEH

VWXEERUQ% FKLOG% GR DV \RX DUH WROG%" VKH 

LQVLVWHG' ; WRRN RII UXQQLQJ'

Byari bitangaje kureba nyogokuru, ibitoki, 

amakoma n'igitebo kinini. Ariko nyogokuru 

yahise atuma Kujya gufasha mama, "Nyogoku, 

mbabarira, undeke ndebe uko ubigenza…" 

Ambwira akomeje ati: "Ntugashire isoni wa 

mwana we, jy'ukora ibyo bakubwiye." Nuko 

ngenda niruka.

+

@ZR GD\V ODWHU% 9U9UDQGPD VHQW PH WR IHWFK 

KHU ZDONLQJ VWLFN IURP KHU EHGURRP' 4V VRRQ 

DV ; RSHQHG WKH GRRU% ; ZDV ZHOFRPHG E\ WKH 

sWUWURQJ VPHOO RI ULSHQLQJ EDQDQDV' ;Q WKH 

LQQHU URRP ZDV JUDQGPD$V ELJ special

VWUDZ EDVNHW' ;W ZDV ZHOO KLGGHQ E\ DQ ROG

EODQNHW' ; OLIWHG LW DQG VQLIIHG WKDW JORULRXV 

VPHOO'

Iminsi ibiri ishize, nyogokuru yantumye 

gushaka akabando ke mu cyumba cye. 

Nkimara gufungura umuryango, nakiriwe 

n'impumuro nziza cyane y'imineke. Muri icyo 

cyumba cye niho hari igitebo kinini  

cy'idasanzwe cya nyogokuru. Cyari gihishwe 

neza mu kiringiti gishaje. Naragitwikuruye 

impumuro nziza iransanganira.
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BKHQ ; UHWXUQHG% 9UDQGPD ZDV VLWWLQJ

RXWVLGH EXW ZLWK QHLWKHU WKH EDVNHW QRU WKH 

EDQDQDVDV' "9UDQGPD% ZKHUH LV WKH

EDVNHW% ZKHUHUH DUDUH DODOO WKH EDQDQDV% DQG

ZKHUH'''''" 5XW WKH RQOQO\ DQVZHU ; JRW

ZDV% "@KH\ DUH LQ P\ special SODFH'" ;W ZDV VR 

GLVDSSRLQWLQJ!

Ngarutse, nasanze nyogokuru yicaye hanze 

ariko nta gitebo nta n'ibitoki. Ndamubaza nti: 

"Nyogoku, igitebo kiri he, ibitoki biri he, na…" 

Ariko igisubizo cyonyine nabonye ni, "Biri 

ahantu hadasanzwe." Naratengushwe cyane!

,

9U9UDQGPD$V YRLFH VWDUWOHG PH ZKHQ VKH

FDOOHG% "BKDW DUH \RX GRLQJ3 :XUU\ XS DQG 

EULQJ PH WKH VWLFN'" ; KXUULHG RXW ZLWK KHU 

ZDONLNLQJ VWLFN' "BKDW DUH \RX VPLOLQJ DERXW3" 

9U9UDQGPD DVDVNHG' :HU TXHVWLRQ PDGH PH 

UHDOLVH WKDW ; ZDVDV VWLOO VPLOLQJ DW WKH 

GLVFRYHU\ RI KHUHU special SODFH'

Ijwi rya nyogokuru ryarankanze ubwo 

yampamagaraga, "Urakora iki? Gira 

vuba unzanire akabando." Narihuse 

nsohokana akabando ke. Arambaza 

ati: "Uri gusetswa n'iki? Ikibazo cye 

cyatumye menya ko nyirigusetswa 

nuko navumbuye ububiko bwe 

budasanzwe."
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@KH IROORZLQJ GD\ ZKHQ 9UDQGPD cDPH WR 

YLVLW P\ PRWKHU% ; UXVKHG WR KHU KRXVH WR 

FKHFN WKH EDQDQDV RQFH PRUH' @KHUH ZDV D 

EXQFQFK RI YHU\ ULSH RQHV' ; SLFNHG RQH DQG 

KLG LW LQ P\ GUGUHVV' 4IWHU FRYHULQJ WKH EDVNHW 

DJDLQ% ; ZHQW EHKLQG WKH KRXVH DQG TXLFNO\

DWH WKH EDQDQD' ;W ZDV WKH VZHHWHVW EDQDQD 

; KDG HYHU WDVWHG'G'

Bukeye bwaho, ubwo nyogokuru yari yagiye 

gusura mama, nirukankiye mu nzu ye kureba 

imineke na none. Hari igitoki gifiteimineke 

ihiye cyane. Namanyuyeho umwe nkuhisha 

mw' ikanzu yange. Maze gutwikira neza 

igitebo nagiye inyuma y'inzu nkurya vuba 

vuba. Wari umuneke uryoshye cyane ku 

buryo budasanzwe.

/

@KH IROORZLQJ GD\ ZDV PDUNHW GD\'

9U9UDQGPD ZRNH XS HDUO\' ?KH DOZD\V WRRN 

ULSH EDQDQDV DQG FDVVDYD WR VHOO DW WKH 

PDUNHW' ; GLG QRW KXUU\ WR YLVLW KHU WKDW GD\' 

5X5XW ; FRXOXOG QRW DYRLG KHU IRU ORQJ'

Umunsi ukurikiyeho wari umunsi w'isoko. 

Nyogokuru yazindutse kare. Buri gihe 

yajyanaga imineke n'imyumbati ku isoko. 

Sinashishikajwe no kumusura uwo munsi. 

Ariko sinashoboraga kumara igihe kire kire 

ntagiyeyo.
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@KH IROORZLQJ GD\% ZKHQ 9UDQGPD ZDV LQ WKH 

JDUGHQ SLFNLQJ YHJHWDEOHV% ; VQHDNHG LQ DQG 

SHHUHG DW WKH EDQDQDV' =HDUO\ DOO ZHUH ULSH'

; FRXOGQ$W KHOS WDNLQJ D EXQFK RI IRXU' 4V ; 

WLSWRHG WRWRZDUGV WKH GRRU% ; KHDUG 9U9UDQGPD 

FRXJKLQJ RXWVLGH' ; MXVW PDQDJHG WR KLGH WKH 

EDQDQDV XQGHU P\ GUHVHVV DQG ZDONHG SDVW 

KHU'U'

Bukeye bwaho, ubwo nyogokuru yari mu 

murima asoroma imboga, ninjiye mu cyumba 

ndarunguruka mbona imineke. Hafi 

yayoseyari yahiye. Sinashoboye kwihangana 

nuko mfata iseri ririho imineke ine. Ngenda 

nyonyomba ngana ku muryango, nuko 

numva nyogokuru ari gukorora hanze. Nahise 

mpisha ya mineke mu ikanzu yange 

munyuraho.

0

Later that evening I was called by my mother 

and father, and Grandma. I knew why. I said I 

was so sorry for taking the bananas. I spent the 

next days picking bananas to fill up Grandma’s 

basket for market. That night as I lay down to 

sleep, I knew I would never take something 

without asking. Not from grandma, not from 

my parents, and certainly not from anyone 

else.

Uwo mugoroba mama, papa na nyogokuru

barampamagaye. Narinzi impamvu. Nasabye 

imbabazi zuko nafashe imineke. Namaze iminsi 

ikurikiye ntoranya imineke yo kuzuza igitebo 

cya nyongkuru cyo kujyana kw’isoko. Iryo joro 

ndyamye nafashe umwanzuro wo kutazigera 

mfata ikintu cya nkogokuru, ababyebi bajye 

cyangwa undi muntu nta gisabye.
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